PREFACE

What is the philosophy basic to the Soviet regime? This
book tries to give an answer to that question. In order to write
it, I learned Russian, and spent almost two years in the Soviet
Union with no other function or purpose than to make observa-
tions, gather materials, study documents unobtainable here, talk
with leading thinkers and ordinary people, and, in short, do and
obtain whatever might throw light on Soviet philosophy in
theory and practice.

So far as I know, no other scholar has ever gone to the
U.S.S.R, with this kind of mission in the field of philosophy, in
spite of the vast importance of the subject, both in the practical
terms of international relations, and the scholarly terms of ex-
ploration at the foundations of a new culture.

Since this appears to be the first book attempting to cover
the subject, it is appropriate that it should be an exposition of
Soviet philosophy, not a polemic against it. If there ever was a
subject on which we have had too much Heat and too little light,
it is this one. What do the Soviet Russians really believe? So far
everyone has been so anxious to agree or disagree with them
that no one seems to have taken the trouble to sum up their
beliefs as a whole.

Some people will probably read this book, not to find out
how much accurate or useful information there may be in it, but
how much "sympathy" for the Soviet Union. They will un-
doubtedly find what they are looking for. I have tried to make
the book true to the content and meaning of a living philosophy
as it is found among those who live by it. If that sort of thing is
not done with a certain amount of "sympathy," it cannot be
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